Intrasellar pituitary gangliocyto-adenoma presenting with acromegaly: case report.
A gangliocytoma in the sellar region is extremely rare. We describe a rare case of intraseller gangliocytoma coexisting with a growth hormone-producing pituitary adenoma, which presented with acromegaly. A 64-year-old woman was admitted to our hospital with headache and acromegaly. Endocrinological studies revealed an elevated serum level of growth hormone (GH). Magnetic resonance imaging showed a tumor at the intrasellar and suprasellar regions. The tumor was totally removed via a transsphenoidal approach. A histological examination of the resected specimen showed areas of ganglionic cells and adenomatous cells. Immunohistochemical examination demonstrated GH-releasing hormone-positive ganglionic cells and GH-positive pituitary adenoma. Based on these immunohistochemical findings, we hypothesized that the intrasellar gangliocytoma promoted the growth of the pituitary adenoma, which had been transformed from a region of pituitary hyperplasia by chronic overstimulation from excess GH-releasing hormone produced by the intrasellar gangliocytoma.